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TORCHON GROUND 

 

Materials 
8 pairs  no. 60 crochet cotton,  wound singly, when the pricking 

has 10 squares to the inch.  

figure 2 (right) 

Torchon ground 

Fasten the pricking (figure 1) to the pillow and 

tie 4 bobbins (2 pairs) securely to each pin a-d 

(figure 3).  

 

Torchon stitches are all made with two pairs of 

bobbins working: half stitch, set up a pin 

between the pairs in the pinhole and make 

another half stitch with the same two pairs. The 

stitch made after the pin is said to 'cover the 

pin'.  

 

The stitches are usually worked diagonally 

across the pricking, each stitch being made 

using one pair from each of the pins diagonally 

above it, then one pair from this stitch is 

discarded and the next one on the other side 

used to make the next stitch. Rows may be 

worked toward the left or right, but always 

diagonally towards you.  

figure 1 (left) 

Torchon ground,  pricking 
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Pairs       Pin 

2 & 3      1 

1 & 2      2 

4 & 5      3 

3 & 4      4 

2 & 3      5 

Pairs       Pin 

1 & 2      6 

6 & 7      7 

5 & 6      8 

4 & 5      9 

3 & 4      10 

Pairs       Pin 

2 & 3      11 

1 & 2      12 

7 & 8      13 

6 & 7      14 

5 & 6      15 

Pairs       Pin 

4 & 5      16 

3 & 4      17 

2 & 3      18 

1 & 2      19          

 

Continue making complete rows until you are comfortable and then try working towards the 

right. The first stitch will be made with pairs 7 & 8, the next row starts with  6 & 7, then 

work  7 & 8.  The next row starts with pairs 5 & 6 then pairs 6 & 7 and pairs 7 & 8 etc.  

 

This sequence is only one of many, none of which is any more correct than any other. 

 

Note that a stitch may only be made when the two immediately above on either side has been 

completed and therefore rows of stitches may only be worked 'downhill' i.e. towards you and 

never 'uphill' i.e. away from you. 

 

The ground is the background net of the lace and this one is characteristic of torchon lace,  

Always count pairs or single bobbins from the left unless otherwise instructed.  

 

Working rows from right to left (figure 3) 

The following sequence (figure 3) is typical when working towards the left. At first the rows 

start part way across and stop at the left edge. At the end of the row both pairs are discarded 

and two new pairs are used to start the next row. At pin 13 the first  complete row is reached 

and this and subsequent rows start with the two pairs on the right and finish at the pin at the 

end of the row on the left  when all pairs have been used.  

figure 3 Stitch sequence  

rows working downwards from right to left 


